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the House of Commons uses its time. This does not mean that
the executive monopolizes the time of Parliament; there are
rules and customs to prevent that. It does, however, mean r
that much of the parliamentary time available is used to deal
with government business.
Filibustering in the House of Commons is now impossi-
ble. A Member of Parliament whose speech is repetitious or
irrelevant can be ordered by the Speaker to discontinue speak-
ing. The length of time spent in debate in the House of Com-
mons can be limited in three ways:
1.  "The Kangaroo," by which a committee chairman
may select certain amendments for discussion and leap over
others.
2.  "The Guillotine," by which the House of Commons
may establish a time-table for the discussion of the various
stages of a bill.
3.  The simple closure, which terminates debate.  The
motion for closure may be put by a Member of Parliament
and, if accepted by the Speaker or committee chairman, put
to the vote.
The British Parliament does not use specialized com-
mittees as is the practice in the United States Congress and
many of the legislatures of the continent of Europe. The
Public Accounts Committee and the Estimates Committee
have special functions in connexion with the expenditure of
public funds, the Scottish Standing Committee considers the
Scottish Estimates and bills relating exclusively to Scotland,
and there are several sessional committees which deal with the
internal affairs of the House of Commons (Privileges, Public
Petitions, Publications and Debates Reports). But committees
for giving detailed consideration to ordinary public bills
(standing committees) are set up each session and are not
given specialized functions. They are known simply by the
letters of the alphabet (A, B, C, etc.). The chairmen, of